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Teacher Education and Community College Awards

The Virginia Space Grant Consortium (VSGC) awarded
a total of $21,000 in Teacher Education and Commu-
nity College Scholarships for the 2008-09 academic
year. The awards include twelve Teacher Education
Scholarships and six Community College Scholarships.
Teacher Education Scholarships are $1,000 awards and
are awarded to students enrolled in a program of study
that would qualify them to teach in a pre-college set-
ting. This encourages students to become teachers of
mathematics, technology education, and the sciences,
especially space and environmental science.

The program is open to undergraduate students who
are U.S. citizens and are enrolled full-time (minimum of
12 credit hours) when they actually receive the award.
Students may apply during their senior year of high
school or sophomore year in a community college.

This award is contingent on matriculation to a Vir-
ginia Space Grant university and can apply when they
declare their intent to enter the teacher certification

program. Those students enrolled in a career transi-
tion program leading to a degree in education are also
eligible to apply.

The Teacher Education Scholarship Program was
established to complement the existing research science
and engineering-based scholarships. NASA, along with
the Commonwealth of Virginia contributions, funds
this program.

For the Community College Scholarships, a $1,500
award is provided to students enrolled in associate degree
programs leading to careers in high technology fields,
particularly those with aerospace relevance. This is a
one-year award and is based on an evaluation of the ap-
plicant’s degree program, plan of study, past scholastic
achievement and academic potential.

Both the Teacher Education and Community Col-
lege awards are determined by a committee of VSGC
representatives.

Congratulations Teacher Education Scholarship Winners

Caitlin Campbell is a Junior at Vir-
ginia Tech and is pursuing a degree in
Mathematics Education.

Amy Daugherty is a Senior at Old
Dominion University. She is pursu-
ing a Masters degree in Secondary
Chemistry Education.

Amanda Edwards is a Masters can-
didate at Virginia Tech. She is pursu-
ing a degree in Science Education.

Chelsey Cooper is a Junior at Virginia
Tech. She is pursing a degree in Sec-
ondary Mathematic Education.

Elisabeth Drechsel is a Junior at
Virginia Tech. She plans to pursue a
Masters degree in Secondary Math-
ematics Education.

Stacey Fink is a Masters candidate at
the University of Virginia and is pur-
suing a degree in Secondary Biology
Education.
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Congratulations Teacher Education Scholarship Winners

Veronica Hall is a Senior at Vir-
ginia Tech. She is pursing a degree in
Mathematics Education.

f wwwwmr Elizabeth Lerberg is a Masters
{ candidate at The College of William
,‘z - and Mary. Her field of study is Cur-

& | riculum and Instruction in Secondary
L‘% Education.

Melissa Tilashalski is a Sophomore at
Virginia Tech. She plans to pursue a
degree in Mathematics Education.

Nicole Huret is a Masters candidate at
Virginia Tech. She is pursuing a degree

in Mathematics Education.

Rebecca Perrigan is a Senior at The
College of William and Mary. She
is pursuing a degree in Mathematics
Education.

Christina Woods is a Masters can-
didate at the University of Virginia.
She is pursuing a degree in Earth
Science Education.

Congratulations Community College Scholarship Winners

Nathan Akers is a sophomore at
Thomas Nelson Community College.
He plans to pursue a Master’s degree in
~ Engineering.

Forrest Burnette is sophomore at Pied-
mont Community College. He plans to
pursue a Master’s degree in
Engineering.

Shmuel Levi is a sophomore at Pied-
mont Community College. He plans to
pursue a Bachelor’s degree in
Engineering.

Michael Bennett is a sophomore at
Tidewater Community College. He
plans to pursue a Master’s degree in
Engineering.

Benjamin Goldman is a sophomore
at the Virginia Western Community
College. He plans to pursue a Mas-
ter’s degree in Engineering.

Thomas Scullery is a sophomore at
Piedmont Community College. He

plans to pursue an advanced degree in

Mechanical Engineering.
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VSGC Launches New lvestigator Program
For University Faculty

A New Investigator Program for university faculty
at Virginia Space Grant Consortium (VSGC) member
institutions was recently announced. The program is
designed to strengthen Virginia’s research infrastructure
by providing startup funding to university personnel
who are conducting research that is directly aligned
with NASA’s multi-disciplinary mission.

Individuals who apply for the program must be quali-
fied to serve as a principal investigator at their respective
institution and be a U.S. Citizen. A total of five awards
of $10,000 each will be made; submission is limited to
one proposal per investigator. This opportunity is avail-
able to faculty who are tenure track and within the first
five (5) years of their academic career. VSGC member
universities include College of William and Mary, Hamp-
ton University, Old Dominion University; Virginia Tech
and University of Virginia. Proposals will be reviewed
by a panel of individuals who are scientifically literate,

but not necessarily experts, in the proposed field of

research. Proposals will be grouped into “research

areas” based on information provided by the PI dur-
ing proposal submission.

Special parameters have been established by the
Virginia Space Grant Consortium for evaluation in
the following major areas:

e Research plan (30%).

e Alignment of research to NASA’s Mission
(30%).

e Budget alignment to research plan (15%).

e Professional letter of support from research
colleague; commitment by PI’s institution to
the investigator and the proposed research
as indicated by the letter of support from the
university and/or cost matching (15%).

e Compelling case for the need for this support to
further the investigator’s research career (10%).

Awards will be announced by June 22.



